A WARM WELCOME TO ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH

4™ SUNDAY IN LENT

8:30 AND 11:00 AM MARCH 30, 2025

INTRODUCTION

The psalm sets the tone this day: "Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and
whose sin is put away!" Happy are those who have "become the righteousness of God" in the
merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has "rolled away . . .
the disgrace" of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are
we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus' sake. Rejoice!

PRELUDE “COME THOU FOUNT” Keveren JEAN PONTIOUS

Stand or remain seated

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

)
C

P

In the name, Father = Son =+ Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most
merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name.

Amen.
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In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for

his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of
the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name, Father & Son + Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

“Come Thou Fount”

Vss. 1& 3
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit is with you all.

C Andis also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men
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PEACE
P The peace of Christ is with you always.
C Andisalso with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray together the prayer of the day.

C  God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all
with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace,
and feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

Sit

WE HEAR THE WORD

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their
forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.

9The LORD said to Joshua, "Today | have rolled away from you the disgrace of
Egypt." And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

"®While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the
evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. "On the
day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain. ?The manna ceased on the day they ate
the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the
crops of the land of Canaan that year.

After the reading:

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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PSALM: Psalm 32
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD. (Ps. 32:11)

A

C

'Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!

*Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!

3While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.

4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.

5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.

| said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD."

Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.

*Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of
trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.

’You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

8" will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.

9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must be
fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you."

'°Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.

"Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are true of heart.
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into
newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ's resurrection.
This is Paul's strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.

'®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no
longer in that way. 7So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything
old has passed away; see, everything has become new! ®All this is from God,
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; "9that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. 2°So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his
appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
'For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.

After the reading:
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 15t chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father's love only after he has spurned it. The
grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother who
believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father's home.

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.]
2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, "This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them."

350 he told them this parable: "®"There was a man who had two sons.
“The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the
property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. 3A
few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. “When he had
spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. '>So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. *®He would gladly have
filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him
anything. 7But when he came to himself he said, 'How many of my father's
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! |
will get up and go to my father, and | will say to him, "Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you; "1 am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands." ' 2°So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 2'Then the son said to him,
'Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to
be called your son.' 2But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on
his feet. 2And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; *4for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!' And they
began to celebrate.

2>Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached
the house, he heard music and dancing. *°He called one of the slaves and asked
what was going on. ?’He replied, 'Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.' 28Then he
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. 29But he answered his father, 'Listen! For all these years | have been
working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you
have never given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my
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friends. 3°But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!' 3'Then the father
said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 3*But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.""

After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON INTERIM PASTOR DAVID HINKELMAN
SPECIAL MUSIC “SAVIOR LIKE A SHEPHERD”’ RANEY JEAN PONTIOUS
“PLOWSHARE PRAYER” PRAISE AND WORSHIP BAND
To SUPPORT ADVENT’S MINISTRIES, POINT CAMERA HERE E g
TE
APOSTLES’ CREED =157

A Christians, what do we believe?

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and
all those in need.

A brief silence.

A

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you
reconcile us to yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that
through confession and forgiveness, repentance and reparations, your
church may bear witness to your love. Sustain our Bishop Suzanne with
wisdom and dedicated leaders. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places
of drought and sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the
land may again support life. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human
family. Give leaders the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease
squandering lives and time, and to work for the well-being of all. We pray
for an end to all war and armed conflict. Strengthen organizations and
communities that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all
caught in the center of conflict. Bring joy and strength to people and
organizations who advocate for the needs of neighbors. Empower
activists who advocate for change. Guide leaders of the world to end
conflicts and pursue peace. Direct us to contribute effectively to the needs
of others and to extend hospitality. Make your church a sanctuary for all
fleeing persecution, disaster, and war. We pray for the peoples in so many
countries whose lives are considered of no value by leaders. Welcome into
your kingdom those who have been killed and protect those who are living
in the valley of death, because of unconscionable wars. Strengthen our
resolve to serve all in need. God, in your mercy,
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C  receive our prayer.

A God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion.
Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones, and all
who live with regret. Embolden your people to offer and to seek
forgiveness. We pray aloud and silently for those in need of healing; family
members, friends, co-workers, casual acquaintances and those we know
by name only (leave a time of silence for people to name those for whom
they pray). God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are
excluded. Bless the work of disability ministries, ministries by and with
neurodivergent people, and multicultural and ethnic-specific ministries;
that the welcome of Jesus be extended to all. God, in your mercy,

C  receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

A  God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died who we
remember in our hearts. Especially, this morning we remember Glenn
Sharp who joined the church triumphant this past week. We pray for his
wife, Brenda and family at this time of loss in their life. We thank you for
their lives and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation
and eternal peace are found. God, in your mercy,

C receive our prayer.

A Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your
love, in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
C Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and
prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism,
we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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LORD’S PRAYER

A

C  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Allwho are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
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DISTRIBUTION
Invitation to the Lord’s Table — Believing in the real presence of Christ in the

bread and wine of Holy Communion, this family of faith practices Eucharistic
hospitality. All baptized persons are welcomed to Communion when they are
worshipping with us.

HoLY COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS

As the ministers give the bread and cup to each communicant, they say these
words:

The body of Christ, given for you. The communicant may say: Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. The communicant may say: Amen

This communion bread is free from: Gluten, Dairy, Nuts, Egg and Yeast.
Grape juice is available by request at the chancel rail.
After receiving the elements, you may return to your seats.

Please place your empty communion cup in the baskets
provided on the first row of chairs.

If you would like to receive communion at your seat,
please let an usher know.

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace.
C Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Letus pray. Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made

us new. Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, in the
name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

14|Page



BENEDICTION

P

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace

and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN “MY LIFE FLows ON” Vss.1,2&4 WOV # 781
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1 My life lowson i1n end - less song; a-bove earth’slam-en - ta - tion,
2  Through all the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can I keep from sing-ing?
All  things are mine since [ am his! How can [ keep from sing-ing?
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No storm can shake my in-most calm while to that Rock I'm cling-ing.
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heav-en and earth,how can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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DISMISSAL
A Goin peace. Worship God, Follow Jesus, Serve Others, and Make Disciples.
C  Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
ANNOUNCEMENTS - March 30
8:30 AM 11:00 AM
ACOLYTE CECILIA BUNCH
ASSISTING MINISTER ALYSHA CLOUS CRAIG FORSYTH
PASTOR INTERIM PASTOR DAVID HINKELMAN

The Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and in celebration Mark’s
40" birthday from his Mom, Jean Pontious; and in celebration of
Patrick’s birthday from Bob and Bev Goldie.

Please check the 2025 Altar Flower Chart located above the usher stand to order
flowers in honor of someone special or celebrating special occasions. Price is
$25.00 per vase.
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